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       WASHINGTON ­ Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) delivered the following remarks on the House floor during debate on the FY08 State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill:

   I rise today to commend Chairwoman Lowey, Ranking Member Wolf, and the Foreign Operations Subcommittee for their efforts to relieve the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.  By providing over $200 million for peacekeeping and humanitarian aid to Darfur, this bill will provide desperately-needed support for the 2.5 million people displaced in Darfur by the Sudan's deliberate actions.

   Yet even as I acknowledge the significant resources included in this bill, I cannot contain my outrage and frustration that the genocide in Darfur continues.  Hundreds of villages and small towns have been razed, burned to the ground and obliterated.  The men killed ­ the women systematically raped ­ the children slaughtered as if they were vermin ­ survivors fleeing for their lives into the squalor of refugee camps.  A common tactic of this horror has been to stuff the villages' water wells with the bodies of the dead so there will be no water for people who try to return to their ancestral homes.

   Just last week, Sudanese President Omar Bashir agreed, yet again, to the deployment of a joint United Nations/African Union peacekeeping force in Darfur.  This latest proposal calls for 20,000 African Union peacekeepers to be led and paid for by the United Nations.  President Bashir has apparently offered his unconditional acceptance of the plan.

   But do we have any reason to believe that this latest agreement is anything but one more delaying tactic?  After all, President Bashir already agreed to a joint UN/AU peacekeeping force in November, only to renege a couple of months later.  Each time the international community moves even timidly toward imposing punitive measures against Sudan, President Bashir briefly acquiesces, and then promptly resumes his unconscionable obstruction of peacekeeping efforts.  How are we to know if this latest concession is any different?

    Last week activists representing 36 organizations addressed a letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon decrying the escalating attacks in Darfur and documenting the flight of aid organizations from the region.  The conference on Darfur to occur next week in Paris will provide one more opportunity for the United States, France and other nations to join together in outlining tough consequences for Sudanese failure to accept prompt deployment of the twice agreed-upon UN/AU peacekeeping force.  We know that the Sudanese government responds to international pressure, but it must be fierce and sustained if it's to finally end the senseless and vicious slaughter of the people of Darfur.

   I simply ask five questions.  How many times, in this Congress, have we and will we congratulate ourselves for passing virtually unanimously powerless resolutions condemning the Bashir regime's actions in Darfur?  Will President Bush build on the study provision in the House-passed Armed Services authorization for FY '08 to develop a robust base in Chad for deployment of a peacekeeping force and for the delivery of food and services to the millions of refugees?  Or is this Administration so committed to other dealings with Sudan that all of President Bush's statements about the genocide in Darfur are just words?  Why should America participate in the 2008 Olympic Games in China when China repeatedly obstructs UN action on Darfur?  When will America's four-year demonstrated impotence become complicity in the horror of Darfur?

   It's time to stop the shilly shallying, stop the attacks on civilians, and bring peace to Darfur.  Today, as we again provide funding for humanitarian assistance, let us remember that our lack of more effective action will be judged harshly by future generations who will wonder why we didn't act decisively to stop the genocide in Darfur.
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